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Introducing the WCM
Executive Board

Tai Day - Treasurer
Term: 2018 - 2020

We thank all of our paid members for nominating and
electing the new Board of Directors. This board is a true
reflection of your choice of candidates charged with doubling
the number of females riders by 2020 and beyond. It is the
support of our membership that helps the board reach and
achieve its ultimate goals. Thank you and keep up the good
work.

Meet the 2018 Newly Elected Board Members.
Lisa Malachowsky - Industry
Liaison
Term 2018 - 2021
I’m the new Industry Liaison.
My role at the WCM is to ensure
that women are appropriately
represented in various aspects of
the motorcycle industry: manufacturers, vendors, dealers, industry
councils, etc. I also hope to have
an influence on designing better products that will appeal to
a wider range of female riders. I have a strong background
from working in the industry on the retail side: primarily at
motorcycle dealerships. I also spent 20 years working in High
Technology. I’m a life-long motorcycle rider and currently have
a 2014 BMW R1200GSW and a 2016 R1200RTW. If you work in
the motorcycle industry or have connections that could help
WCM reach its goals, then you are welcome to message me
directly to establish a partnership! Contact: IndustryLiaison@
wcm2020.org

Lisa “fearLESS” Jackson Recording Secretary
Term: 2018 - 2021
Motorcycling has changed my
life in just a few short years. I have
met extraordinary people, traveled
to amazing places, and continue
to surprise myself at every turn.
I want to pay it forward and help
introduce other women to their
audacious selves. In addition to my passion for motorcycling, I
offer WCM over 20 years of administrative experience serving large and small businesses as well as non-profit Executive
Boards. It is my desire to help raise awareness for non-riders,
encourage new riders, and continue to connect existing riders
with resources, information, and opportunities to learn, grow,
and live life to the fullest on and off the bike. Contact: RecordingSecretary@wcm2020.org
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I have been a rider for 20
years and I have served on the
WCM Board as Recording Secretary over the last 3 years. I believe
that we needed a person who is
fully committed to the organization to serve as Treasurer. I am
that person. I will guarantee the
smooth running of the financial operations of WCM while
actively participating in our mission to increasing female
ridership. I bring dedication and a track record of service to
WCM and our goal of doubling the number of women riders.
Contact: Treasurer@wcm2020.org

Meet the 2018 Re-elected Members of the Board
2018 - 2021 Term Elections
Dangerously “DP” Persistent Board Chair
Term: 2018 - 2021
I am a founding member of
the WCM. Since its onset, I’ve
served as board chair for 3 years
and look forward to working with
the newly elected and re-elected
board members for 3 more years.
My familiarity with the existing
board, the goals of the organization and my open mindedness to dynamic ideas put forth to help increase the number
of women riding is certainly a benefit for the growth of the
organization. My vision is to make WCM a household name as
well as showing a significant increase in the number of female
motorcyclist’s. I’d like to use this term to increase the number
of scholarships for beginner riders, increase the number of
female motorcycle trainers and have a direct influence on the
industry relating to products created for women by women.
Contact: Chair@wcm2020.org

2017-2020 Term Elections
(These elections took place March 2017)
Cris Baldwin - Vice Chair
Term: 2017 - 2020
I currently serve as Vice Chair
and would like to continue in this
role as I feel I have not yet reached
my full potential (especially after
stepping away for several months
following a motorcycle accident).
There are many things I would like
to see WCM accomplish and wish
to be a prominent player in helping WCM achieve its goals and
mission. In addition to serving on the WCM Board of Direc-
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tors, I have nine years of experience on the Board of Trustees
of Women On Wheels®; five of them as president. I made
a good number of personal and professional connections
through those experiences--people and ideas that I can bring
to WCM. Since the rider scholarship/sponsorship programs are
becoming well known, I believe it is time for WCM to focus on
developing dealership programs and better manufacturer recognition/awareness of new and established riders, in all riding
disciplines. Contact: ViceChair@wcm2020.org

Sylvia “Syl” Salenius Corresponding Secretary
Term: 2017 - 2020
Since I began riding over 40
years ago, when women riders
were few and far between, I have
consistently sought to grow the
number and diversity of women
riders. WCM gives me a much
greater opportunity to implement
my goal. I bring a longstanding knowledge of the sportbike
and racing worlds, with many friends and contacts to assist in
furthering the growth of women in motorcycling. My vision is
of an organization that is the “go to place” for women riders,
for information, support, scholarships, dealership assistance,
etc., all functions aligned with the goal of growing our numbers in the sport. With this in mind, I will continue my efforts
of the past several years, providing drafts of correspondence
for Board consideration, ideas for efforts to pursue in furtherance of our goals, contacts and frequent participation in
events as a representative and spokesperson for WCM.
Contact: CorrespondingSecretary@wcm2020.org

Maggie McNally - Social
Media Manager
Term: 2017 - 2020
I was involved as WCM was
being built and have a strong
passion for its goal of seriously
increasing the numbers of female
riders, trainers, industry leaders
through positive messaging (to
public & industry), whether it’s regarding road, dirt, or competition. I have been in several leadership roles, most significantly as the first female Chair of the
Board of Directors of the American Motorcyclist Association.
AMA has been a big supporter of increasing the ranks of women in the sport and industry. I am also an MSF RiderCoach and
an SVIA ATV safety instructor. I have been a board member
with several other non-profit community based organizations
over the years. I would like to make WCM better known
throughout the riding community as the unified voice of the
various women’s clubs as well as those individual riders (not
club affiliated). I would also like to strengthen the relationship
with AMA. AMA is approached by individual clubs and events
frequently, but resources are limited. I think it would be beneficial for WCM and AMA to have “one voice” in general. This
gives all women a stronger voice. Increasing female ridership is
one of those priorities. Contact: SocialMedia@wcm2020.org

Want to see your upcoming event or company logo
in the WCM Newsletter?
Purchase a $60 or higher membership package.
Click here to sign up!
Web: www.wcm2020.org | Facebook: Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists | Twitter: @wcm2020
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Thank You Sponsors &
Supporters
Thanks to you, our sponsors, supporters and paid members, the Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists has continued its
efforts to grow the number and diversity of females involved
in all disciplines of motorcycling.

WCM is grateful to our 2018 financial supporters:
NON-PROFIT/MOTORCYCLE CLUB SPONSORS

tion By Women, and For Women. They offer a variety of tours
throughout the USA, weekend getaways, and one “bucket list”
tour every year. We share the vision of Women’s Motorcycle
Tours as they are women focused on supporting other women following their dreams and living lives they love. This is
why they are proud sponsors of the WCM. Learn more about
Women’s Motorcycle Tours at https://www.womensmotorcycletours.com

BRONZE MEMBERSHIP
SeCCRet, the Cross-Country Rider, donated $550 to
support scholarships for women riders in California and the
midwest. If you have or know of a female owned, motorcycle
school in the midwest that’s
willing to accept a scholarship from WCM sponsored
by SeCCRet send us an email
at Chair@wcm2020.org.
The Sirens Women’s Motorcycle Club is the oldest, largest
women’s motorcycle club in NYC. Founded in 1986 their
current membership is over 40 women. Thank you, ladies, for
your continued support and commitment to helping double
the number of female’s riders by 2020 and beyond.
We thank Alisa Clickenger for being a continued supporter
of WCM and partnering with us to help keep our members
riding. Through Clickenger, the Women’s Motorcycle Tours,
continues to financially support WCM. They run an organiza-

If you would like to
contribute to the WCM
please consider becoming a
member or donating training scholarships, matching
scholarships, general funds,
joining the Board, or joining one of our committees to help
support our goals.

WCM PAID MEMBERSHIPS Begin at a Mere $12 Annually
A paid membership with the Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists not only helps to support our scholarship programs; it
offers paying members additional opportunities like:
• Ability to apply for WCM rider scholarships
• Nominate and vote for executive and at large WCM
board positions
• Access to discounts for a variety of products, such as a
20% discount for Mad Maps products
• Clubs and organizations which join the WCM at
the $60/per year or higher level are afforded the
opportunity to publicize their events with the WCM in
its newsletter and on the WCM’s website and
Facebook page.
4

Consider joining the WCM, Inc. as an individual member
and/or encourage your motorcycle club, group, or business to
support the WCM at an organizational or sponsorship level.
There is a level that suits every individual and organizational
budget, as a wide variety of membership levels exist.

Click here to become a member
Paid members: Want to help the WCM double the number of female riders by 2020? Join one of our exciting committees. Click here for committee descriptions and to sign up.
We look forward to having your help!
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SCHOLARSHIP ALERT!!!
The Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists (WCM) & SeCCRet “The
Cross Country Rider” Moreau team up with Reg Pridmore’s CLASS
Motorcycle School to offer Advanced Rider Scholarships!!!

Apply today at https://goo.gl/forms/tC3jM58XQwbw0crY2
2nd Scholarship Deadline: July 15, 2018 11:59 pm EST
The Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists
(WCM) have partnered with Sarah
“SeCCRet” Moreau “the Cross Country
Rider,” and Reg Pridmore’s CLASS Motorcycle School to establish a scholarship
program for two promising females to attend either the All Women’s Day Training
event on Wednesday, April 11, 2018 (7:30
am - 4:30 pm PST), or, the 1-day co-ed
school on Monday, September 3, 2018.
Sarah “SeCCRet” Moreau, the Cross
Country Rider, is paying it forward by
donating $275 toward these scholarships.
Amazingly, the Pridmore’s matched
SeCCRet’s donation affording WCM with
SeCCret, “The Cross Country Rider”
the opportunity to offer 2 scholarships
to our membership in California and its
surrounding area. This is authentic dedication
to the field and the growth of our beloved
industry.
Reg Pridmore’s CLASS Motorcycle School,
at Streets of Willow in Willow Springs, CA., is
located in Southern California’s Antelope Valley,
1.5 hours north of Los Angeles. Each scholarship
will cover the $275 fee for the school, but not
personal travel expenses. Riders will ride their
own bikes and wear their own gear. This motorcycle school
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is for those who are comfortable with
riding at freeway speeds or higher (60+
mph) and who want to learn track riding
and/or become safer riders on the street.
Applicants must have a minimum of
2,000 street miles of experience. A wide
variety of bikes are acceptable, including
many cruisers.
CLASS has been teaching both men
and women of all abilities and ages how
to ride smoother, safer, and with more
confidence for decades. The classes take
place on the Streets of Willow racetrack, as the closed course environment
removes distractions and allows the rider
to safety concentrate only on their riding
technique. Lap times are not recorded. The Pridmore’s and their professional team of instructors
are there to ensure riders have a great time!
On track sessions alternate with effective and
entertaining classroom instruction throughout
the day. A portion of the day is also set aside for
riding drills to help improve rider performance
braking to a safe stop.

***All applicants MUST be a paid member of WCM.
To join, go to http://wcm2020.org/memberships
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The Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists (WCM) Committee
Registration form
The Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists
(WCM) Committee Registration form
WCM is seeking volunteers to help with
various committees to meets its goal of doubling the number of female riders by 2020.

Complete the form by clicking here:
Ful2

https://goo.gl/forms/mTTs4C4HFSHKB-

to sign up for one of our committees
listed below. Get some skin in the game and
help WCM grow and expand for the visibility
of women in motorcycling.
Newsletter Committee – members will assist the Newsletter Editor in all tasks associated with producing each issue
of the WCM Newsletter including: determining the content
of articles for each issue; soliciting articles and photos from
sponsors and members; writing articles that might be of interest to members; reviewing, modifying and editing articles;
and design and formatting of each issue.
Social Media and Website Committee – members will
promote awareness of the WCM via all social media outlets
including the website as well as maintain the back end of the
website. The committee will be responsible for maintaining
and keeping current with the WCM’s social networking pages
(Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin, etc.) in order to increase the
WCM’s followers.
Marketing Committee – members will prepare print and
electronic marketing materials (brochures, logos, posters,
e-advertisements, write press releases; create, edit and send
all e-mails to the general membership and public) to promote awareness and visibility of the WCM; seek out media
opportunities to promote or speak about the WCM; and act
in an advisory capacity to each Committee regarding public
relations techniques.
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Scholarships Committee – members
are charged with reviewing applicants for
the WCM Scholarship Program; formulating
scholarship agreements between WCM and
the motorcycle industry; promoting WCM
scholarships and seek out potential scholarship partners/funders.
Treasury Committee – members will
assist the WCM Treasurer with budgeting;
recording of data on WCM revenues and
expenses; and provide oversight and administrative review of organizational finances.
Grants and Fundraising Committee –
members will establish the WCM’s fundraising goals; identify
potential sources of funding including those in the motorcycle industry, charitable foundations, clubs, etc.; prepare
grant applications when needed; and prepare funding/sponsorship requests.
Membership and Recruitment Committee – members
are responsible for seeking and signing up new WCM members and for creating mechanisms to ensure their retention
as long-term members. The Membership and Recruitment
Committee will coordinate their efforts with the WCM Board,
keeping in line with the goals and objectives of the WCM.
Track and Ride Day Committee – members are responsible for coordinating track days with various track schools;
promote ridership amongst our membership and staying
informed regarding various rides taken place throughout the
country.

Web: www.wcm2020.org | Facebook: Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists | Twitter: @wcm2020
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WCM Fueling the Future
of Motorcycling at the
Progressive IMS Shows
Long Beach International Motorcycle Show
Board Member Syl Salenius represented the WCM in our
booth at the Long Beach, CA IMS, November 17-19, 2017, and
was assisted by several members of the Women On Wheels®️
Orange County Spirit Riders. The Long Beach show typically
has the largest representation of motorcycle manufacturers and vendors, as so many of them are headquartered in
California, especially Southern California. Yamaha, Kawasaki,
Honda, Harley Davidson, BMW, Indian, Ducati, Piaggio, Moto
Guzzi, Royal Enfield, Ural and Zero were all there to display
their wares, along with other small manufacturers and custom
shops. A wide range of customs and vintage bikes were also
on display. Syl and her WOW helpers had 3 days to flag down
all the ladies who passed by the booth and inform them about
the purpose and goals of the WCM and to encourage non-riders and passengers to take up riding themselves!

March | 2018
was an eye-opening experience for some as it reinforced the
notion that not everyone will pass and earn their motorcycle
endorsement after attending a motorcycle safety school for
the first time.
All of our booth volunteers encouraged others to sign up
and become members of WCM to learn about scholarship opportunities, as well as participating in the summer rides that
we go on as a group. Although the patronage to the show was
smaller than seen in previous years nevertheless, it was still a
good turnout. We look forward to hosting another table come
December of this year. If you missed us at the NY IMS show in
2017 stay tuned to learn how you won’t miss us again.

DP, WCM Board Chair, and Alisa Clickenger of Women’s Motorcycle
Tours

Sylvia Selenius, Corresponding Secretary for the WCM speaking with
visitors

New York Motorcycle Show
NY Board Member DP hosted and participated in the
Progressive International Motorcycle Show at Jacob K Javits
Center in Manhattan, NY December 1-3, 2017. She was accompanied by several WCM scholarship winners giving back
and paying it forward through their testimony after attending
a motorcycle school for basic or advanced training. Many
of them were able to describe their initial fears and excitement with attending the course after learning they won the
scholarship through WCM. They described their experiences
at the school and encouraged others to overcome their fears
of learning how to ride. Many of them were able to inform
visitors to the booth about their next steps and what bike
they were looking to purchase after earning their motorcycle
endorsement. Those that didn’t succeed with passing the final
test for the motorcycle endorsement were able to describe
why they failed and how this experience encouraged them to
continue on with the pursuit of being a licensed rider. This

WCM Board Chair DP; Paula, from Motorcycle Racer in Argentina;
and Yesenia Aguirre, WCM Scholarship Winner
Julia Saviano from
Empire H-D Ladies of
Harley, speaking to
visitors at the WCM
table.

Web: www.wcm2020.org | Facebook: Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists | Twitter: @wcm2020
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DP, WCM Board Chair, and Lisa Harmon, WCM Scholarship winner
and NYC stand up comedian.

Lisa Carbone of the Women in the Wind NJ Renegade Chapter,
Steffanie Burchette, WCM Scholarship Winner and NYC School Teacher
and WCM Board Chair DP

Dallas Show
Board Members Tai Day and Lisa Malachowsky led the effort to represent the WCM in our booth at the Dallas, TX IMS,
February 2-4, 2018, and were joined by Sylvia Salenius and Lisa
“fearLESS” Jackson in between their duties with the Beautiful
Bikers Conference & Awards also happening in Dallas. Volunteers from the local Motor Maids, Litas and CMA joined us and
helped with our booth. Alisa Clickenger of Women’s Motorcycle Tours also spent some time in our booth to help encourage
women riders. The Dallas show was a pleasant surprise and
had great attendance and a good representation of motorcycle
manufacturers and vendors. Kawasaki, Honda, Harley Davidson, BMW, Indian, Royal Enfield, and Ural were all there to
show the current motorcycle models. There was a small representation of other vendors along with smaller manufacturers
and custom shops. This was our first time attending Dallas
and we felt that it was time well spent as we spoke personally
with many women interested in obtaining their motorcycle
endorsement and riding their own.
L to R:Lisa Malachowsky, WCM Industry Liaison; Ermalisa Jackson,
WCM Recording Secretary; Tai Day, WCM Treasurer
Parking lot full of motorcycles
at the Kay Bailey Convention
Center in Dallas, TX!

Alisa Clickenger, Women’s Motorcycle Tour and
Lisa Malachowsky, WCM Industry Liaison
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Progressive IMS Shows (continued)

Brenda M. of the
CMA enjoying
moto-talk with
visitors at the
show.

Volunteers, Diana H.(L) and Sarah S.(R) of the Motor Maids greet and
pass out WCM flyers.

Motor Maid Laura G. shares a smile to all visiting the WCM booh
at IMS Dallas as Lisa Malachowsky, Industry Liaison talks to an
interested visitor.

Heather T. and Amira L. of the Litas greeting visitors at the WCM
booth.

Lisa Malachowsky, WCM Industry Liaison and Tai Day, WCM Treasurer talking to visitors.
Web: www.wcm2020.org | Facebook: Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists | Twitter: @wcm2020
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Motorcycle
Industry News
by Lisa Malachowsky,
Industry Liaison
industryliaison@wcm2020.org
As this is my inaugural article for the WCM, I would like to
introduce myself and give you a little information about what
you can expect in these articles from me. I also want to encourage anyone who has questions to feel free to contact me
via email at industryliaison@wcm2020.org. My hope is that I
will use my space in the newsletters to tell our members about
something timely and important from an industry perspective.
I don’t have a stock of articles so if you have questions email
me and ask me to try to cover something. Is that a deal?
This month, I would like to tell you about a meeting of the
Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) that I attended in November. The MIC is the voice of the powersports industry and its
goal is to preserve, promote and protect the motorcycling
lifestyle. It was a day-long conference entitled “Inroads to the
Future 2017”. The MIC holds an Inroads conference once every
year to bring people in the industry up to date on current
events and current trends. This year’s conference focused on
several areas that have been recent common themes.
The first talk focused on the great concern and lack of
understanding about how to get more millennials riding
motorcycles and involved with the industry. New bike purchase numbers are shrinking. However, the number of women
riding is still growing strong! And the data expects the overall
population of riders in the US to stay mostly flat for the next
few years. The riding population is aging, and younger riders
are not joining the ranks of the passionate in great numbers.
This talk was an overview on how to see social media marketing as a tool for getting better market penetration within the
millennial generation.
The next talk centered around the environment and
social forces surrounding motorcycling as a sport. There was a
discussion about what technology and the “Internet of Things”
(IoT) will do to change motorcycles. Already we are seeing
integrated dashboards on bikes which connect phones to
GPSes to onboard monitoring to…whatever. This speaker implored us to expect more connections within the next five (5)
years in ways we may not even be able to conceive of today.
Another strong suggestion this speaker made is that our living
situations will continue to urbanize more and more – thereby changing the concept of commuting to work to the point
where a much larger percentage of people will walk to work.
What will the role of motorcycles be when they are no longer
needed to commute or if a transition to electric engines completes within the next 5 – 10 years? What will autonomous car
driving do to riding motorcycles? These are important questions we need to start thinking about.
10

The third talk was about a company that has taken museum visiting and “hacked” it into something very personal for
each visitor. The applicability of this talk to the powersports
buying experience is strong for me, but I’m not sure that the
whole audience appreciated why this gentleman was with
us at the conference. My experience has been that we have
tried to turn the motorcycle buying experience into the car
buying experience and, frankly, that doesn’t always work for a
product that has so much passion behind it. I expect this topic
will get hotter over the next few years as the move to create
big box dealerships unwinds itself and we see more and more
boutique places to buy motorcycles and their associated stuff.
BMW is already working on the concept of a motorcycle café
in other countries and has brought a prototype to LA called
“the house of machines”.
The last talk of great interest to me was the discussion
comparing the powersports industry and the RV industry by
a member of the Recreational Vehicle Industry Association
(RVIA). Unfortunately (or fortunately depending on your perspective), I had just read a New York Times article about how
there is a new “generation” of people who live out of their RVs
because they can no longer afford their houses and they also
have lost their higher paying jobs. With this in the back of my
mind, I listened to the speaker talk about how the number
of RV purchases is trending upward and the average age of
the buyer is trending downward. With my background, this
was not as meaningful as it might have been to others. Even
though RVs and motorcycles are both seen as “wants” and not
“needs”, I don’t think it is a fair comparison to compare their
purchase in attempting to predict future motorcycle buying
trends.
I also use this conference to see friends in the industry
that I rarely get to see. At this year’s conference, I bumped into
Alisa Clickenger (Motoadventuregal and owner of Womensmotorcycletours.com), Porsche Taylor (Black Girls Ride Magazine),
Sarah Schilke (BMW Marketing), Cam Arnold (the MIC), Tigra
Tsujikawa (Sturgis Motorcycle Museum) and many others. It
was also a good opportunity to get introduced to several people that I will want to work with in the future on some of the
WCM’s initiatives.
So, watch this space for more to come next quarter and
give me feedback if you feel so inclined!
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WCM Fueling the Future of Motorcycling at the BEAUTIFUL
BIKERS Conference in DALLAS, Texas FEBRUARY 2-4, 2018
Board Member Syl Salenius appeared as a speaker at the
5th Annual Beautiful Bikers Conference in Dallas. She spoke
about her experiences traveling abroad with organized tours,
on her own and in conjunction with international and European rallies held by WIMA, the Women’s International Motorcycle Association. Syl has travelled to New Zealand, Finland,
Japan, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Austria, the Czech Republic, Australia and Canada on various motorcycle journeys.

dancing after that.
Time was set aside
for attending the
Dallas IMS as well.
A great time was
had by all! In addition to Syl, WCM
Board Members
Lisa Malachowsky,
Tai Day and Ermalisa Jackson also
spent some time
at the event.

The Welcome Party

Joanne Donn
of Revzilla and
Alisa Clickenger
of Women’s
Motorcycle Tours

Left to right: Lisa Malachowsky, Sarah “SeCCRet” Moreau, Porsche
Taylor (above) of Black Girls Ride, Tai Day, Ermalisa Jackson, Vicki
Gray of Motoress

Speakers at the conference included Syl, with 41 years
of riding, track and touring experience covering over 250,000
miles; Jenn Brewington who founded an All-Female Ride in
Jacksonville, FL; Moira Zinn, a track riding instructor and motorsports entrepreneur; Sunshine Rogers, who has completed
two 48 state tours, Alisa Clickenger of Women’s Motorcycle
Tours; Vicki Gray, originator of International Female Ride Day
and founder of Motoress Magazine; Sarah “SeCCRet” Moreau,
the Cross Country Rider; Joanne Donn of Revzilla; and championship motorcycle drag racer, Peggy Llewellyn. During the
session they spoke about international travel, budgeting for
long motorcycle tours, renting bikes in other countries, types
of tours available from tour providers, solo long-distance rides,
getting yourself on the track for rider training, becoming a
competitive motorcycle racer and the various careers available
in the motorcycle industry. It was an extremely entertaining
and informative experience! Syl’s contribution can be viewed
in a post on the Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists Facebook
page.
The conference also included a welcome party, and a
photo shoot. There was a fashion show of some of the latest
safety gear available for women riders, including jackets,
pants, boots, gloves, helmets and bags. An awards dinner
with door prizes followed, with a late-night after party, DJ and

Vicki Gray of Motoress

Panel on Careers in Motorcycling: Moira Zinn, Jenn Brewington,
Joanne Donn, Alisa Clickenger, Peggy Llewellyn and Vicki Gray

Web: www.wcm2020.org | Facebook: Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists | Twitter: @wcm2020
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Joi “SJ” Harris Memorial Ride
WCM participated in a memorial motorcycle ride commemorating the life of roadracer and stuntwoman Joi “SJ”
Harris. The ride, led by Porsche Taylor of Black Girls Ride
magazine, proceeded from a site adjacent to Exposition Park in
Los Angeles to the Sheraton Universal Hotel at Universal City
where the Action Icon Awards were to be held. These awards
are given to outstanding stunt women in the entertainment
industry. SJ Harris, who lost her life performing her very first
motorcycle stunt on the set of the film “Deadpool 2,” was to
be honored with a Diamond in the Raw award. SJ was a professional motorcycle road racer with the Threader 24 Racing
team, gaining her professional license in 2013 as the very first
African American female in the field. She participated in the
Championship Cup Series (CCS) and the West East Racing Association (WERA) middleweight classes and achieved podiums
and wins.
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The unexpected death of this accomplished, brilliant,
effervescent star, a mentor to many, was a shock to us all,
especially to those of us who knew her personally. WCM Board
Member Syl Salenius participated in the ride and attended the
reception, luncheon and award ceremony. Attending on behalf
of Threader 24 was her racing partner Darryl Bryant. Her best
friend Sandi Carti and several friends from Brooklyn were also
present, the latter even renting and borrowing bikes to participate in the ride. Quite a few other local female motorcyclists
also came on the ride. Darryl, Sandi and Porsche posthumously accepted the award and made remarks, accompanied by a
wonderful video. It was a heartwarming event in honor of a
great lady, gone too soon.
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*BREAKING NEWS*
Position of Riders Against Congestion Regarding FixNYC Panel’s
Proposal on Congestion Pricing
By: Cheryl Stewart – Siren’s MC

The proposal by the FixNYC panel, chosen by Governor
Cuomo to formulate a plan to bring congestion pricing to NYC,
has been gaining support. Under this plan, passenger vehicles would pay $11.52 to enter Manhattan below 60th St in
an area they dubbed the Central Business District. The CBD
encompasses all roadways in that zone except the FDR Drive.
The plan is based on London’s successful congestion pricing
plan put in place in 2003. The London plan accesses tolls on all
autos and trucks, but two-wheeled vehicles are 100% exempt
from this charge due to their congestion reducing properties.
The motorcyclist exclusion has been central to the success of
the London plan.
The proposed FixNYC congestion plan does not exclude
two wheeled vehicles from congestion tolls nor does it presently discount two-wheeled vehicles. That means fuel efficient, congestion reducing scooters and motorcycles would be
charged the exact same toll as a giant SUV. In January a group
of moto-activists, including the New York Motorcycle and
Scooter Task Force, the American Motorcyclist District Representative and members of the Sirens Women’s MC met with
Sam Schwartz, architect of the FixNYC pricing plan, under the
umbrella of the Riders Against Congestion (RAC).

Sam Schwartz, a.k.a. “Gridlock Sam” was honest and
apologetic letting RAC know that the FixNYC panel had simply
overlooked two wheeled vehicles. He pledged to recommend
that scooters and motorcycles be charged a 56% discount off
whatever toll the politicians end up agreeing upon.
The position of Riders Against Congestion is that fuel
efficient, congestion reducing two-wheeled vehicles are part
of NYC’s traffic congestion solution, and therefore scooters
and motorcycles should be incentivized rather than penalized.
RAC continues to work towards a 100% exemption from any
congestion pricing tolls.
Environmentally minded traffic planners around the US
have been increasingly interested in congestion pricing and
will be watching what happens in NYC. RAC urges all riders to
remain vigilant in the future to ensure that our vehicles are
not overlooked by policymakers, and that future traffic proposals will recognize the congestion reducing properties of our
smaller, lighter, nimbler vehicles.
The next step for RAC is to convince Governor Cuomo that
scooters and motorcycles should be 100% exempt from paying
any upcoming congestion pricing tolls. The AMA has sent their
own letter to the Governor requesting full exemption, and RAC
will be initiating a letter writing campaign as of this writing.

JOIN or RENEW YOUR AMA MEMBERSHIP TODAY!!
Benefits of an AMA Membership
• Save on the products that motorcyclists use, such as gear, technology and parts.
• Discounts on services, including lodging, bike rentals, shipping and insurance.
• Discounted event tickets to AMA Supercross, Arenacross.
• Free entry into the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame Museum.

Get Out & Ride
• America’s biggest rallies are AMA-sanctioned events.
• AMA members share the best rides in the country.

JOIN or RENEW by clicking this link:
http://www.amajoin.com/wocomo

• Find local events and meet like-minded motorcyclists.
• The AMA National Gypsy Tour Series includes the
country’s oldest rallies.
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ROAD STORY SERIES:
Adventure Motorcycle Riding
at Its Best!
By Sue Slate, WCM Newsletter Committee member

to attract like-minded people. The ADVWoman Rally was no
exception. It pulled in an incredibly gregarious group of mostly,
but not exclusively, women who were also interested in improving their skills while having an enormously grand time.

“I’m ALIVE! I’m AWAKE! And I feel GREAT!” For years, our
dear friend Woody Woodward would start each of our motorcycle riding days together with this chant. I decided to take this
to the limit and beyond!
My idea of LIVING LIFE LARGE involves off-road motorcycle riding. I like getting dirty! I got turned on to the dirt by
taking a Motorcycle Safety Foundation Basic Dirt Bike Riding
Course. Since that first course I have taken dualsport and dirt
bike training through Coach2Ride.com, Dragoo Adventure
Training, https://billdragoo.com/training and through Pat
Jacques www.advwoman.com/coaching.
When you ride in the dirt, you get to see sights you would
not likely see from highways or interstates. I learned this on a
previous Adventure ride to Alaska, the Yukon and the Northwest Territories. Watching a pair of Bald Eagles fledge their
young from the base of a canyon off a trail seldom visited by
human beings was extraordinary. It sealed my fate as a rider.
Adventure riding has become my very favorite pleasure on two
wheels. It might just be for you too.
Fast forwarding through 12 years… I eagerly signed up
for the 2017 ADVWoman Rally (www.advwoman.com) and
the Women’s Colorado BackCountry Discovery Route (COBDR) hosted by Alisa Clickenger of Women’s Motorcycle Tours
(https://www.womensmotorcycletours.com/).

Kandi leads the seminar on tire changing

Alisa Clickenger, organizer of the Women’s COBDR, is also
an accomplished adventure rider who has literally traveled
the world on two wheels as a ride guide and for her own
pleasure. Alisa has taken her motorcycling travel lessons and
put them to good use to the benefit of those signing onto her
tours. Always living life large, Alisa gives back to females in
motorcycling too. Women’s Motorcycle Tours has contributed
over $3000.00 to WCM’s scholarship fun. On the Women’s
CODBR, Alisa had the wisdom to team up with Pat and Cindy,
two extraordinary women. Pat served as our trainer and Cindy
as driver of the Sherpa Vehicle carrying our luggage we each
brought for après riding. Although, the list of things Cindy also
did kept us happy, well-fed and comfortable in ways we had
never anticipated.
My mount was a Yamaha WR 250r dual sport model to
keep me on a lightweight yet nimble mount. It was a great
choice for me. However, the range of choices went from my
250cc, on up to 1200 cc BMW R 1200 GS. That’s akin to me
being on a spirited Welsh pony whereas some were aboard
powerful Clydesdales.

AdvWoman Rally Trainers: L-R: Pat Jacques, Caroline Stevenson,
Louise Powers, Bettina Nedel, Kandi Spangler

The ADVWoman Rally, organized by rider trainer Pat
Jacques and Cindy Robbins involved two and a half days of adventure riding training, multiple dualsport adventure rides plus
a plethora of hands-on seminars and workshops. Pat Jacques
and four other dynamic, highly skilled and knowledgeable
female adventure riders facilitated all programming. There
was a huge focus on fun. Any specifically oriented event tends
14

Training was essential for what turned out to be a great
success during both the rally and the Women’s COBDR (Colorado BackCountry Discovery Route). However, to be successful,
a rider not only needs the training, they also need physical
conditioning for strength, endurance and balance. I have long
subscribed to a 20 minute per day workout in our tiny house
where space is a consideration. The use of free hand and leg
weights, a small stair stepper, sit-ups and stretching exercises
doesn’t take up too much space in our home or toy hauler. It
sure made a difference on my stamina, especially up towards
13,000’ of elevation!
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Sally, Carol and Pat celebrate conquering Cinnamon Pass

Pat Jacques demos techniques
for a safe water crossing
showing tremendous clutch
and throttle control

Sally picks a line through the mud

Beth practicing her balancing
skills “ATOP” the Old Monarch
Pass and the Continental Divide
We spent a lot of time going up and going
down in the Rockies

Sue, Sally and
Sharon exclaim,
“What’s a little
mud!?!?”

Sue enjoys the quiet of a forest trail
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Val jumps in the Colorado River during a hot day on the trail
Robin negotiates a rocky section of trail

Robin talks with Elvis at the Retro Inn. This was just one of the
unique places Alisa chose for us to stay. Never spent a night in
chain motel!

Sue’s Favorites! Mud & water crossings!

“So Pat, where’s the Porta-Potty you promised? “
Oh well, guess we go look for a bush to hide behind!
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The tour involved ten female riders along with three staff.
Each day we got the drill as to what to expect from the ride
and weather. Each day involved high elevations in the Rocky
Mountains, which naturally led to steep climbs and descents
over rocks, ruts, through sand, gravel, mud and did I mention
ROCKS! We also enjoyed our fair share of water crossings.
The scenery was spectacular but you sure had to keep a good
line through the rough stuff or get an up close and personal
look at terra firma!
Yes, some of us, including myself, did go down. However,
riding the dirt within one’s skill set, wearing the proper riding
gear and being on board the bike that fits one’s physique and
abilities generally keeps you safe from serious injury. Plus,
with a trainer on board, we got good at self-assessment. This
helped us to learn from our mistakes and go on without fear
getting in the way.
Can one get hurt? Sure. However, my biggest injury was
sore ribs from belly laughing so hard and so often! That’s likely
due to every rider on board being such a unique character.
We hailed from Quebec Province, Canada to Alaska, from New
York State to Oregon and multiple other states from around
the U.S. I’d do this type of ride again in a heartbeat. And, I
would be thrilled to enjoy it with the same “Bad Ass Women”
who went on this ride.
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Sue, with an ear to ear
grin as she loves being a
“Dirty Girl!”

In fact, I am already looking forward to the next off-road
adventure that Alisa and Pat create. Plus, I’ll be on the lookout
for other off-road adventures too. I am just that kind of “Dirty
Girl!” – Sue Slate

To submit your story to our
Road Story Series column
send an email to
chair@wcm2020.org

NOTE: The Colorado BackCountry Discovery Route is just one of many routes
created by a host of volunteer riders. Check out the routes on http://ridebdr.com.
Better yet, become a member. Your contributions go towards creating, maintaining and promoting BackCountry Discovery Routes. So far they exist for Arizona,
Colorado, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and Washington.
Adventure Motorcycle Riding at Its Best!

Weston Pass Group Shot
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